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MISFORTUNES 
OF THE 2 


FAMILY of CALAS. 


OHN CALAS was 2 reputable Merchant 
at Toulouze, where he had been ſettled for 


the ſpace of forty years; his honeſt principles 5 


in dealing, the ſweetneſs of his temper, and 
the regularity of his morals, had acquired him 
the eſteem of all the inhabitants; He had mar- 
ried a lady allied to the beſt nobility of the 
province of Languedoe, but who was leſs ME 
tinguiſhed by her high birth than her exem- | 


Plary 
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plary virtue. It is true that the ſpirit who blows 

where he pleaſes, had not beſtowed his gifts on 
that unhappy couple, who being both born in 
the boſom of the proteſtant religion, faithfully 
followed the principles of their Anceſtors. It is a- 
propos to mention here, that the Inhabitants of 
our ſouthern provinces, whole climate influen- 
ces ſo much their affections and renders them 
ſo lively, are not ſatisfied with looking upon 
our ſcattered brothers with a contemptible com- 
miſeration, but entertain alſo in their hearts the 
moſt inveterate hatred againſt them. That en- 
mity 1s particularly remarkable at Toulouze, 
where they celebrate annual rejoicings in 
commemoration of a famous ſlaughter of Pro- 
teſtants which happened in that city about two 
centuries ago. 

But if Calas in the opinion of the Roman 
Catholics, was criminal for following a religion 
different from theirs, they knew very well, that, 
far from being an enemy to their profeſſion, 
that honeſt man had in his houſe a ſervant 
maid, a Roman Catholic of extraordinary 
piety, who had ſerved in the family no leſs 
than thirty years; that ſhe received the Holy 
N Communion every” week, and that ſhe had 
5 5 | always 


; [- 4. + 
always been the only nurſe and governeſs to 
his children, who were all Proteſtants. * | 


Calas's children were fix, viz. four ſons, He 


Marc-Anthony, John-Peter, Lewis, and Lewis- 
Donat, with two 2 Anna-Roſe, and 


Anna. 
Mare · Anthony the eldeſt of the ſons was 


the only one who reaped no benefit from a wiſe 
and good education, which this virtuous and 
beſt of fathers had endeavoured to beſtow on 


all his children. He was haughty and paſlio- 


nate. Nature had favored him with many ta- 
lents, but alas! fatal preſent, when we are pre- : 
vented by paſſions from making a proper uſe gf 
them; he poſſeſſed a great degree of nnder- 
ſtanding, and attracted by the charms of elo- 
quence, he would have made a great lawyer; 
as he was naturally inclined to that profeſſion; 
but circumſtances were againſt him; for he 
could never have ſueceded without ſeeming to 
adopt a ſyſtem quite contrary to his ſentiments: 
and thus perjure himlelf: Such a vile impoſture 
was far from his heart. His unſettled mind ren- 
dered him unfit for. buſineſs of any kind. His 
being under the tuition of a father who grew 


ney day more n 2 he wiſhed for 
inde- 
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independency, but his want of fortune prevent 

ed his enjoying it. The billiard table, fen- 
cing, tennis-court, and other faſhionable a- 
muſements, engroſſed his whole attention. 
Thus without fortune, deſtitute of reſource, 


obliged to curb his inclinations, his ſituation | 


was to humilating, that life became burthen- 
ſome to him. Reſtraint at length was ſo into- 
lerable that about a month before his death, 
he faid to a friend, whoſe name was Chalie, 
that he was reſolved to go to Geneva to 


take orders, and then vould return to 


preach among the Pr» teſtants in France. 
Near friend, ſaid the other, That trade is 


very bad, which brings us to the Gallows“ “ 
well then, replied he, Ihave thought of ano. 
ther ſcheme which I will put into execu-. 
* tion.” From that time he ſeemed deeply 


melancholy and his mind ſurrounded with 


gloomy thoughts, which were conformable | to 


bis fad and amel deſign. 554M 


| ® In France a Proteſtant Miniſter is tnnged, when convited 


of having preached to a ä 
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The reading of Seneca, Montagne, and 
Shakeſpear, was his ſole occupation. He 
ſought in their erroneous maxims the courage 
and the right of ſhortening his troubles. He 
would often repeat with emphaſis this mono- 
logue of Hamlet to die to die to ſleep and 
that's all. It was at the ſchool of ſuch ma- 
ſters that Marc- Anthony tried and encouraged 
himſelf, and at laſt arrived at that terrible ca- 
taſtrophe, which has overwhelmed his irre- 
proachable family with ſo many misfortunes, 
It was on the 13th of October, that he exe» 
cuted his dreadful deſigu. On that fatal day, 
he had invited to ſupper one of his intimate 
friends, whoſe name was Lavayſe, As 
that young gentleman is involved in the fol- 
lowing event, it is indiſpenſably neceſſary to 


make him known. He is the ſon of one of the 


moſt celebrated lawyers of Tonlouze, who de- 
ſervedly bears an excellent character. Nature 


| ſeems to have been pleaſed to beſtow on 'that 


youth the beſt qualifications, and has added to 
his good diſpoſitions the moſt noble appear- 
ance, though he be but nineteen years old. In 
order to explain in few words by what fata- 
lity he became entangled in the misfortunes of 
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Calas, the reader muſt be informed, that his 


father who had put him to one of the molt re- 
putable merchants of Bourdeaux, had juit ſent 


for him home; that young man upon his arri- 
val at Toulouze was told that his father was at 


his country-houſe, at Caraman; in his way 


he payed a viſit to Marc- Anthony, who invited 


him to ſupper; John Calas the father joining 


wich his ſon, engaged him alſo to ſtay. It was 
but five o' Clock; the young Lavayſe accepted 
of the propoſal: He ſaid he was going to hire 


a horſe, in order to proceed on his journey to 


his father's the next morning and promiſed to 
return. About ſeven o'Clock he came back a- 
gain, and was introduced into Madame Calas's 
apartment, where ſhe was with her huſband 
and her ſon Marc-Anthony. This unhappy 


fon faw his friend come in, without even rifing 


from an elbow-chair in which he ſat, without 
ſpeaking a word, his look was wild, his face pale, 
and he ſeemed abſorbed in his thoughts. But 
as he had been very melancholy for ſome time, 
his parents did not take notice of his preſent 
dullneſs: In a few minutes they all went into 
another room, where ſupper was ſerved up. 
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Calas the father, his lady, the two brothead 
| 'Marc-Anthony and Peter, with the young La- 
vayſe compoſed the company; Lavayſe was the 
only ſtranger among them. Mare-Anthony 
eat very little, left the table before any other 
perſon and went into the kitchen; © Are you 
cold, Mr Calas, ſaid the cook to him ??? on the 
contrary replied he, I am as hot as e and 
directly went awayyxz 

The ſupper being over, Mr Calas, Mrs Ca- 
las, their ſon Peter, with the young Lavayſe 
returned into Mrs Calas's apartment, without 


4 taking any notice of Marc-Anthony's abſence; 


ſuppoſing he was gone, according to cuſtom, 
to ſome billiard table without apprehending 
any danger, they began a converſation which 
laſted till young Lavayſe deſired leave to retire; 
Peter Calas attended him down Stairs with a 
light, when going through the pallage which 
led to the ſtreet- door, they obſerved the ſhop- 
door open, and going to know the cauſe. of 
it hat a dreadful ſight! - What a conſterna- 
tion ! they ſee the body of Marc -Anthony hang- 
ing between the two openings of the door, 
which communicated from the ſhop. to the 


: ware-houle, 
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What a ſight for a mother! her ſon breathleſs 


„ 

struck with horror, to the very ſoul, their 
piercing cries frightened their father Calas, who 
haſtily comes to them. What does he behold? 
It is out of human power to delcribe the dif- 
ferent revolutions he feels within himſelf. He 
cannot but lament with them, and join their 
mournful concert; his wife hears him, runs 
down and wants to follow him; Lavayſe flies 
to oppole her, in order to prevent her ſeeing 
the cruel ſituation her fon was in, and makes 


her return up ſtairs. While he is buſy to keep 


her in her room, the father, and the brother 


Peter, take down the corpſe and lay it on the 


floor. Lavayſe and Peter run to the ſurgeon 
and bring him immediately. Marc-Anthony's 


mother was no ſooner at liberty, than ſhe runs 


with agitation in her mind, to the fatal place. 


upon the floor: Her heart is ready to break: 
She throws herſelf upon his lifeleſs body which 
ſhe bathes with ſtreams of tears: She takes 
him up and endeavours to recall him to the 
light, but her motherly care proves vain. 
In vain would ſhe doubt of her misfortune; the 

ſurgeon examines the corps with attention; 
. finds 


68 


1 ſinds it cold and judges that Ne be 
has been dead about two hours. 

The grief and the cries of that diſtreſſed 
family, had already. reached beyond their 
walls; the populace gathers round the houſe 
Lavayſe's and Peter's remarkable hurry be- 
fore they met with the ſurgeon, ſoon ſpread 
the news of that accident. But that popu- 
lace knew not the cauſe or manner of Marc-An- 
thony's death. The relations of this unhappy 
youth had no ſooner recoveredthe powers of re- 
flection, than they reſolved among themſelves 
(in order to ſave the unfortunate youth an 
ignominious ſentence) to keep, as a profound 
ſecret, the manner he came to this unhappy 
end. Therefore when. the father Calas re- 
queſted young Lavayſe to wait on the juſtices 

for leave to bury the body of bis ſon, I beg 
fſaid he, to that young man, you take par- 
ticular care, for the honor of our unhappy 
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In France the corpſe of a perſon Jud deſtroys hiniſelf is 
condemned to be drawn on a ſledge; which puniſhment) re- 
flects as much on the family as on the memory of the dead - 
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Vs family, not to let any perſon know that 
* my ſon deſtroyed himſelf.” 
The Capirouls* David and Brieve came to 
the place and were eye witneſſes of the moſt 
bitter grief, which may affect the foul of a 
man; but while they waited for the arrival 
of ſome reputable perſons of the faculty; in 
order to give an account of the cauſe of this 
melancholy event, the mob which beſieged 
the door; the mob, fond of unlacky and ex- : 
traordinary events, and hating even the name 
olf Proteſtant, began to make ſuch conjectures 
as their malice dictated, even one of them roſe 
his voice from the midſt of the croud, ſaying, | 
that Marc-Anthony Calas was a martyr, 
and that his father had killed him, becauſe 
% he would have turned a Roman Catholic.” 
This report comes to the years of Mr David 
the Capitoul, the Teadily believes it, and it 
works the ſtrongeſt impreſſion upon his mind 
naturally hot. The executien of his office 
as a judge, having made him familar with 
the wickedneſs fame, he is not ſurpriſes 


A Capitoul is a chief magiſtrate in Toulouze. 


the 
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che greateſt crimes, and the atrocity of this 
however incredible, imputed to that innocent, 
worthy and unhappy family, ſeemed to him 
very poſſible; nay, he believes it to be a mat- 
ter of fact. From that moment he became fu- 
rious, he ſpoke of nothing elſe but of vindicat- 
ing offended heaven, and of raiſing ſo many 
altars, and there to immolate and make a ge- 
neral facrifice of all the Proteſtant families i in 
the country. 

He ordered into cuſtody the family of Calas, 
with young Lavayſe, and even the maid ſer- 
vant; in vain did his colleague, wiſer than him- 
(elf, adviſe him to conſider upon an affair of 
ſuch conſequence: In vain he repreſented to 
him the conſternation and grief of that unhap- 
PY. family, their endeavours to bring again to 
life that unhappy fon: Their readineſs to re- 
queſt the officers of juſtice to come, the dif- 
poſition of the place, the hour, in ſhort it 
was in a houſe ſituated in one of the moſt fre- 
quented ſtreets, that Marc- Anthony was found 
dead. But above all he repreſented that the 

ſacred ties of father, mother and ſon annihi- 
lated ſuch a cruel ſuſpicion; That even among 


thoſe who had ſpread ſuch an abominable lye, 
: C 2 there 
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there was not one who dared avow himſelf the 
author of it. He concluded with ſaying, that 
the immediate commitment of thoſe innocent 
ind unhappy perſons, would give credit and 
con:zitence to this vague and improbable ſto- 
ry. | 
« We 1 it does not Gonify, replied David- 
*© viotently, I take upon me the conſequences; 
let them be put into irons and ſent to goal.“ 
Every thing his colleague had foreſeen 
came to pals: "The ſight of the priſoners gave 
weight, in the mind of the people, to an ac- 
cuſation which would have come to nothing; 
there ran a common report in Toulouze — 
David had certainly made ſome important 
and intereiting diſcoveries, otherwiſe he would 
not have proceeded to ſuch an extremitʒ 
againſt people, who by their name and cha- 
rater, were above all fort of ſuſpicion, and 
that very probably they had been diſcovered 
perpetrating that horrid fact with their on 
hands. | * 
Thus the Capitoul's real want of knowledge 
eſtabliſhed the chimerical crime of Calas's 


family, becauſe their impriſonment which 
ſhould 


27 613 ) | 
fhould have been only an effect of the uni- 
verſal rumor, became itſelf the cauſe of it. 
As the poor unhappy innocent priſoners, 
entirely given up to their grief, were following 
the corpſe of their unhappy ſon under a 
ſtrong guard, little ſuppoſing how many differ- 
ent degrees of animoſity and indignation that 
funeral pomp excited in the minds of the be- 
holders, for they imagined they were thus car- 
ried away, only to prove by their depoſitions - 
Marc-Anthony's ſuicide. - In conſequence when 
they were aſked how Marc-Anthony died, they 
gave ſich an anſwer as they before had 
agreed upon; parental affection only dicta- 
ted to them to evade relating the real cir- 
cumſtances: So they ſaid, - that they had 
found NMare- Anthony dead upon the floor: 
So far were they from fearing that, by re- 
moving the idea of a ſuicide, they ſhould bring 
upon themſelves the ſu ſpicion of a murder, 
After that declaration they were decreed and 
ordered to be put into confinement ſeparately. 
There they were informed that they were 
ſtrongly ſuſpected of having murdered their 
ſon ©; unexpected addition to a misfortune 
which was already great beyond expreſſion: 
5 


at 
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at the charge they became motionleſs, pene- 
trated with extreme 8 for this cruel im- 
putation. 

It was only at the town hall that Mr Da- 
vid the Capitoul, ſtated the fact in writing: 
It is aſſured, that in order to cover his former 
fault by a moſt notorious one, he put the date 
from the, houſe of the deceaſed. Calas's 
children proteſted againſt the ſaid date: But 
the Capitoul was ſo exaſperated that he not 
only prevented this proteſt of being ſervicea- 
ble to them, but even the attorney whom they 
employed, was interdicted for three months. 
The ſuppoſed parricide was the ſubject of 
converſation throughout the whole town; 
every one agreed that Calas the father, his 
wife and one of their children, had made 
their ſon: Mare-Anthony fall a victim to their 
hatred for the Roman Catholic Religion; and 
though there was the higheſt improbability and 
incredibility in this ſtory, yet an exceſſive 
fondneſs for the religion of the country, to- 
gether with bigotry and fanaticiſm gave ſancti- 
on to ſuch an abſurdity. Whether from ſimpli- 

eity, compaſſion, exceſs of piety. or malice, 
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every Roman Catholic uſed all his endeavours 
to add ſomething*®to the calumniy: It was 
*« to-morrow, {aid one, that Marc-Anthony 
„% was to have renounced the errors of Pro- 
i reſtantiſm.” The rites" of the Preteſt- 
ants ſaid another, order fathers in ſuch a 
caſe to kill their children. Vou ſpeak 
ſo true, ſaid a third, that in their laſt meet- 
ing they in an executioner of we 

ſect. T 
As forthoſe'whoikad Mesh abe ui 
father Calas at the ſight of the Corpſe of Wis 
fon, they did not fail to aſſert that they were 
- the cries of the dyitig martyr; ſtruggling a- 
gainſt the parricides. Thus the power of fa- 
naticiſm'maſtered all their hearts; the moſt ſen- 
fible perſons were drawn into error by the 
torrent of popular clamour and the Wes of 
ne infeſted the whole toẽ n. 
The day before · mentioned, to 3 
the maſlacre of the proteſtants, was near; It 
was kept with the ſame enthuſiaſm which it 
had been eſtabliſhed with. But the year 
1762 was not an ofual anniverſary, it was 
the fambus year, the centenary. one, in which 
| hoy cal that * with more pomp and 
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fanaticiſm.. - They prepared their conſeiences 
better to conceive the meaning of that barba- 
rous cuſtom, by faſting, meditations and other 
ſaperſticious rites. They think they cannot, 
but by an augmentation of Hatred againſt the 
Proteſtants, - become partakers of the indul. 
gences, pardons, and graces annexed to the 
{cular day. What a triumph for fanaticiſm, 
to have real objects to ſatisfy the general bat- 
red! The people wanted nothing but to erect 
| ſcaffolds and wheels, while they were ready 
to ſet fire to the wood piles: They alked 
loudly to have victims reſerved for that day, 
in order to make ſolemnly a mak 8 of 
the blood of a whole family. 
The Capitoul was highly pleaſed to ve — 

diſpoſition in the people, which ſeemed to juſ- 

tify his behaviour, and encourage his proceed- 
ings in this cruel buſineſs; not conſidering it 
was through his behaviour that the people had 
received the firſt impreſſions of animoſity and 
that he had been ene the ee in che 
r . . ge 
According to the dictates of the law: in 


; ſuch caſes, the ener went t to the houſe of 
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Calas, to qualify himſelf to make a report of 

the place and to examine the papers and the 
books of the deceaſed, and though he found 
nothing which could give the flighteſt inti- 
mation of his pretended abjuration which he 
was to have made the next day, yet he if- 
ſued inſtantly an order for the inhumation of 
the corpſe among the Roman Catholics. 

What a vain oſtentation was not that fu- 
neral pomp? it comes out of the Town hall 
in a ſtately train and majeſtically advances to- . 
wards the Cathedral church, Fifty Clergy- 
men, with one hundred of the White Peni- 
tents* formed the proceſſion, which was fol- 
lowed by twenty thouſand Enthuſiaſts. Who 
would credit it? Ir is to a proteſtant that 
the Enthuſiaſtical ſepulchre is decreed with 
ſuch an uncommon magnificence. In vain the 
rector oſ the pariſh, a very worthy man, re- 
fuſes the uſe of his church for ſuch. a ſtrange 
Ceremony : In vain did he remonſtrate that 
Marc-Anthony Calas had left nothing which 
could prove his having made an abjuration of 


1 A congregation for religious and charitable purpoſes, 
D the 
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the Proteſtant faith. But what power have 
arguments over prevention? whether fanati- 
ciſun continued {till to rule over David's mind, 
or whether ſ{cl-love, which is more probable, 
ſo dangerous when perceiving its wrongs had 
ſuceeded to the faid fanaticiſm, or that after 
having undertaken an affair of ſuch import- 
ance, he was aſhamed to alter his ſentiments, 
or fearing to incur the animoſity which he 
had excited againſt Calas's family, the Capi- 
toul ordered that the corpſe ſhould be buried 
in the Roman church; thus every proof of 
ſuicide was buried with it ; for the fact could 
not be aſcertained but by the ſtricteſt exa- 
mination of the body. There were ſeveral 
other miſtakes of the ſame kind. Why did 
they not admit the evidence of ſeveral wit- 
neſſes, who could have proved, that but a 
ſhort time before Marc Anthony's death, they 
had ſeen him at the chriſtening of a Pro- 
teſtant to whom he ſtood Godfather, in the 
vicinity of Toulouze? Why would they not 
hear thoſe witneſſes who had ſeen him in 
Auguſt 1760, frequent very often the ſeveral 
meetings of Proteſtants ; they would have 
ſhewn, with what aſſiduity and attention 

| 4 h 
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he applied himſelf to follow the rites of a 
religion whoſe excellency he was perſuaded 
of, and with how much energy, he public- 


ly ſpoke in the defence of it. Mr Beaux, 


Jun. could have declared that the very day 
he took his oath as an attorney at law, he 


alked Marc-Anthony whether he would not 


ſoon do the ſame, who replied that he look- 
ed on the thing as impoſlible, being born 
in that town and known to be a Proteſtant, 
that he never would think of it, as he was 
not diſpoſed to perform any act of Catholi- 
ciim. The Curate of St Stephen's church, 
could have proved alſo, that about eighteen 
months before. Marc-Anthony atked him to 


grant him a certificate of Catholiciſm; that 


he refuſed to give him one, unleſs he could 
| produce an atteſtation of his confeſſor pro- 
ving his ſentiments of religion; that ſince hig 
refuſal, the Curate never heard of him. | 
Theſe are juſtifying facts which the family 


could have proved: But it was reſolyed to. 


impoſe ſilence upon all perſons who would 
have ſpoken in their behalf. 


How many different impreſſions. did that 


funeral pomp work on the minds of the peo- 


13 | ple? 
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ple? ſorrow, indignation, inhumanity, pity | 
ſucceeded, or rather thoſe paſſions ated con- 
fuſedly in the hearts of every body. It was 
no longer a fanaticiſm, it was a real madneſs. 
The multitude did not pray for the deceaſed, 
but invoked him as a ſaint. Some proſtrated 
themſelves upon the coffin of this mob - elect- 
ed martyr, ſome ſought the humbler honour 
of only touching it; while others with enthu- 
ſiaſtic zeal cut the fringes from the Pall. 
Nor were reports of miracles forgot, the 
more to irritate the deluded Romaniſts, and 
confirm them in their prejudices againſt this 
wretched family, The next day the White 
Penitents celebrated a pompous ſervice. for 
him. In the middle of the church, they ele- 
vated a noble and magnificent Catafalque, 
upon which ſtood a human ſkeleton, repre- 
ſenting Marc-Anthony, holding in one hand 
a pen, the emblem of his abjuration; in the 
other a palm, a {ſymbol of his martyrdom, 
All the religious orders had ſent their depu- 
ties to the Mauſoleum. Animated with the 
moſt indecent zeal, the Grey Friars erect a- 
nother monument, no leſs ſcandalous: the 
people crowd there alſo with the ſame fana- 


* 
ticiſm and all ambitious of the pious honour of 
being the exccutioners of the priſoners. 
| What hope of Juſtice could thoſe unfortu- 
nate victims entertain from thoſe partial and 
prejudiced judges, who againſt the law by 
their own private authority, had ordered this 
crucl pomp? To have permitted that public 
and magnificent inhumation of the ſon, was it 
not as much as to order the acceleration of the 
father's puniſhment? and how could they be 
| judges in that cauſe, after having given ſuch - 
authentic proofs of their partiality ? Their ul- 
cerated conſciences made them neglect the 
uſual and neceſſary formalities. Juſtice full 
bol indignation againſt her miniſters, ſeemed 
do refuſe them her ſtile and expreſſions. » 
On the 18th of November following, the 
court of Capitouls met, in order to give their 
opinions and pals ſentence upon the priſoners. 
David that enraged perſecutor, who was cer- 
tainly liable to exception, took his ſeat among 
his colleagues. It is aſſerted that before he came 
to take his ſeat, he took the common hang- 
man with him to the houſe of Calas and then 


Pre a report ours, the town of 
Toulouze, 


„ 
Toulouze, that aſter having duly examined 
the place, che executioner conjectured that 
ſuicide was impracticable there. 

Contrary to the cuſtom of judging crimi- 
nals in the morning, when their ſenſes are 
ſuppoſed to be moſt cool, the Capitouls pro- 
nounced ſentence at five o*'Clock in the After- 
Noon. Calas the father, his wite and Peter 
their ſon, were condemned firit to ſuffer the 
ordinary and extraordinary torture; Lavayſe 
and the maid fervant only to be preſented to 
it. The priſoners immediately made an ap- 
peal from this ſentence to the pariitament ; 
and although in ſuch caſes appellants are 
thereby removed from the juriſdiction of the 
Capitouls, yet thele cruel and enthuſiaſtic 
judges, had them loaded with heavieſt 1 irons, 
like the moſt notorious convicts. | 

The ninth of March 1762, thirteen judges 
of the parliament met at the chambers of 
Tournelle, where having agreed, nem. con. to 
judge the father firit, that unfortunate old 
man was taken from his dungeon, .and brought 
before them. 

As he was croſſing the KITS” 7 in or- 


der to undergo his laſt examination, he was 
ſuddenly 


EE 
ſuddenly ſtruck at the ſight of a'wood-pile ini 
flames, in which they were burning a Cal 
viniſt writing ;* the aſpect of the executioner, 
of a vaſt number of ſpectators together with 
the flames, worked ſo torcibly on the imagi- 
nation of Calas, that his reaſon was affected, 
and he ſuppoſed this to be the apparatus of his 


death: The guards who dragg him along, 


keep him in that opinion. All the horrors of 
an approaching death, troubles his ſenſes, 
his whole frame is ſhaked: The agitation of his 
mind deprives him of his faculties : Sunk under 
the weight of his grief, he cannot oppoſe the 
obmiſſions made in the formalities, and which 
would have annihilated the whole proceeding, 
nor repreſent that they have deprived him of 
the means of defending himſelf, and of proving 
the juſtifying circumſtances through which 
he might have been acquited honourably, 
| He had ſcarce the ſtrength to proteſt with a 
dying voice, that he had not killed his ſon. 
The judges ignorant of the real cauſe of his 
trouble impute it to the conſciouſneſs of guilt, 
and look upon it as the confeſſion they wants 


ed, to juſtify their proceedings. 


* Jt was a Letter from a Proteſtant Miniſter, in Jeferita of that | 
| unhappy family. | 
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If at that critical inſtant, the venerable old 
man, had recovered his ſenſes and his voice, 


and armed with that reſolute intrepidity, 


which renders innocence formidable even 
when loaded with chains, he had addreſſed 
them with theſe powerful and irreſiſtable cries 


of nature: © Ch! my judges what do you ac- 
_ «© cuſe me of? are you fathers? are you magi- 
* ſtrates? are you men? he whoſe murderer 


% you ſeek for, was my fon: and has that 
dear title produced no effect in your hearts 


« in my behalf? has then the fury of a fana- 


«-tic people ſuggeſted your oracles! Oh! 
« you arbiters of the deſtiny of men, would 
1 you become the ſlaves of the multitude 


« and the miniſters of their rage? from my 


« infancy untill this period of age I am come 
c to, I have lived under your eyes; have I 
% ever been reprehenſible of any crime? 
« would then a man make his firſt eſſay by 
ti the murder of a ſon ? where are the wit- 


* neſſes who have ſeen me kill him? if there 


« js one let him come, Jet him ſpeak and if I 
* cannot confute the impoſtor, invent new 
% torments, makc me retaliate ſuch a crime 
« by an unheard kind of death? but not 

| pr 


©) 

They have all dreaded the puniſhments in- 
_ «« flifted on perjurers: Yet among all thoſe 
enemies whom fanaticiſm has raiſed againſt 
«© me, not one was bold enough to ſay that he 
had ſeen one commit the fact? what proofs 
© have you then? very likely thoſe cruel ab- 
« ſurdities, which are the effect of that inve- 
« terate hatred, for a religion which is im- 
„% puted to me as a crime? the continual 
% breach againſt the law, which your Capi- 
« touls are guilty of, and who have con ceal- 
« ed the two witneſſes of my deſpair, who 
« ſaw the ſtreams of tears with which 1 bathed 
© the corpſe of my unhappy ſon: will you 
* produce as proofs againſt me, that mau- 
ec foleum, that palm of martyrdom, which 
„the miniſters of your altars have ſo ſolemn - 
ly decreed to a man who perhaps but 

« may the God of clemency, the fountain of 
« mercy, who knows his crime, abſolve him 
as your Pontits. have done.  Tremble ye 
* ſenators, met here together to bear me, trem- 
ble to pronounce my ſentence: I fear for 
40 you more than for mylelf, for what i is life 


66 to Mme? Jam arrived at the end of my career, 
E I have 


e 
I have run my. race. An inſtant of ſufer- 
« ings will free me of a life, the remaining 
part of which the crime of my ſon would 
have rendered intolerable to me. I deli- 
1 hver it up to you: But remember that the 
ail which is before your eyes at preſent, 
will fall one day: Then the moſt accute 
„ grief will tear your hearts day and night: 
1 The careſſes of your children will redouble 
1 your ſorrow, and recall to your minds 
|< ane death of an innocent father; and in 
e the midſt of thoſe ſentiments which gene- 
« rally make the felicity of human ſouls, yours 
„ ſhall be poiſoined with the molt torturing 
= remorſe.” But, alas! as I have laid be- 
before, that unfortunate father was ſo ſtunned 
through the barbarity they uſed him with, that 
he could not ſpeak one ſingle word in his be- 


* 


Since the public evidence has cauſed the 
curtain to be drawn up, which commonly ſe- 
crets the deliberations of the courts in France, 
you muſt know that the preponderency of one 
At ingle voice determined the ſentence. 7 
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Seven judges only of the thirteen approved 
of the condemnation of Calas, which majority 
of one not being ſufficient to convict him, 
means were found to prevail on one of the dif. 
ſentients (a perſon ſo well convinced of Calas's 
inocence, that he had ſpoke two hours in his 
behalf) to join the other party; on which the- 
old gentleman received the following ſen- 
tence: to undergo the ordinary and extraor- 
dinary torture, to be broke alive and to ex- 
pire upon a wheel after having been two 
hours upon it, and to be N to aſhes i in 
a wood: pile. 


5 This . parent firſt underwent the 
torture, which he bore with that heroic ſpi- 
rit peculiar to injured INNOCENCE : being pref: 
ſed with the moſt extraordinary tortures to 
declare his accomplices: He exclamed, where 
there is no guilt, how can there be accom- 
plices, At the honourable amand, he de- 
clared that in atonement for the faults he had 
committed in his life-time, he, willingly and 
with reſignation offered to God the ſacrifice 
of his A” and of his life, but ſtall aver- 
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ed. his innocence of the crime for- which he 
ſtood condemned. The majeſtic firmneſs of 
the old man, in going to the place of execu- 
tion, the influence which virtue generally has 
in men, began to raiſe in the hearts of the 
ſpectators confuſed ſenſations of commiſera- 
tion and repentance. 


Before the executioner began his buſineſs, 
father Bourges, a prieſt of the Dominican 
Order, drew near, took the victim in his 
arms, and with great tenderneſs embraced 
him: My dear brother ſaid this reſpectable 
* conſolator to him: You have but one mo- 
ment to live : By the God whom you in- 
% yoke, in whom are your hopes, and who died 
for you, I conjure you to tell the truth.“ I 
have ſaid nothing but the truth anſwered he, 
lifting up his hands and eyes towards Heaven. 
Then looking on the religious man with aſto- 
niſhment and tenderneſs he ſaid to him: 
20 Would you believe too, my dear friend, 
s that a father would have killed his ſon. 


The 


„ 
be executioner now began to make uſe of 
the redpubtable iron bar, and broke both the 
legs and arms of that unfortunate old man, 
Every ſtroke was felt by the ſpectators, and 
drew n from their eyes, but it was tos 
late. 
At 5 firſt ſtroke 5 Gafforer cried "a mo- 
derately, and received the others without 
3 complaining, being put afterwards upon the 
wheel he implores again the mercy of hea- 
ven, and prays the Almighty, not to charge 
his judges with his death : while every one 
preſent Was lamenting his fate, he addreſſed 
theſe moving words to father Bourges 1 
die innocent. Jeſus Chriſt who was inno- 
„ cency itſelf, has been willing to ſuffer a 
** more cruel death: God puniſhes in me, my 
«« wiſe and children, the fin of that unhappy 
* ſon who has deſtroyed himſelf: He is juſt, 
J adore his decrees——As for that young 
s ſtranger whom 1 invited to ſupper, that . 
« young man ſo well educated, the ſon of 
% Mr Lavayſe, the almighty belt knows why 
© he is involved in my misfortune.” He was 
| con- 
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| continuin g to ſpeak when David the Capitoul, 
jealous of the commiſeration and tears of 

the ſpectators, runs with precipitation to- 
. wards the ſcaffold, Wretch, ſaid he to him 
. *© behold that wood-pile which is to reduce 
*thy body into aſhes : Speak the truth, con- 
« feſs thy guilt.” Calas without anſwering 
one word, turns his head with difficulty, 
looks on the executioner ; he gave the laſt 
ſtroke, and the innocent expired. 


His heroiſm and firmneſs touched his judges 
—Neverthelefs, according, to their adjourn- 
ment, they proceeded on the trial of the other 
priſoners. They were not a little embaraſſed, 
having no evidence to bring any of them 
to conviction: Thoſe unfortunate perſons 

- perſiſted on their being all as innocent as 
the victim who had been juſt ſacrificed ts 
fanaticiſm ; they further ſaid that they had 
not left him one minute alone, and that if 
there was any proof of his being guilty of the 
crime for which he had ſuffered, the fame | 
would ſerve for their conviction, or elle - they 
were all innocent, By a ſecond judgment, the 

unfor- 


(- 8.) 

unfortunate widow, Mrs Calas, the --yonng © 

ſtranger ; Mr ' Lavayſe, and the ſervant-maid, 

were acquited; as for Peter Calas their ſon, 

they baniſhed him, on account of an irreligi- 

ous converſation e to him by one 4 
en. 8 


unh is n account of one of 10 
moſt tragical events on record, who would 
think that ſuch an horrible ſcene was tranſ- 
acted in one of the moſt civilized provinces of 
France. Our affliction will be boundleſs, our 
tears will flow, but they can never reſtore 
the honeſt: Calas to his Wahn widow », 
ang proferibed Ch. 
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The king, firſt with the advice of his couns 
cil, invalidated the ſentence of the Capitouls, 
together with the judgment given by the par- 
liament of Toulouze, and ordered all the pro- 
ceedings to be laid before the ſovereign judges 
of his Hotel, in order to try again ſuch an im- 
portant affair: He accordingly nominated 
eommiſſioners to make proper enquiries. The 
petitioners 5 


= 
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1 | 
petitioners then ſurrendered themſelves to im- 
priſonment, in order to be tried by the Peers 
of the realm. 1 


The moſt celebrated Counſellors offered 
themſelves, and undertook to defend the op- 
preſſed relicts of that once reputable and now 
diſtreſſed family. Meſſ. Elie de Beaumont and 
Loiſeau de Moleon, the to moſt eminent 
counſellors in France, were their defenders, 
and Mr Dupliex de Bacquin-Court®* was the 
judge appointed to report the cauſe. The 
trial Liſted three ſittings, and there were five 
and forty judges preſent. The priſoners who 
were Mrs Calas, her two daughters, and thiee 
ſons, the young Mr Lavayſe, and the ſervant- 
maid, were brought before the Auguſt Af 


„ Although that Nobleman is famed for the rigor of his pro- 
ecedings in criminal caſes, and was therefore, by the influence 


of the principal judges of the parliament, at this time appointed, 
the innocence of the priſoners prevailed over all other confide- 


rations, and he gave his opinion in their behalf. 


{embly 
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ſembly, and a great number of ſpectators 
of the firſt diſtin&tion, who crowded the 


hall. 
After an hearing of three days, and whou 


the report. was made upon the whole, the 
judges without diviſion, not one diſſentient, 
found, that John Calas and the reſt of the 
family were innocent, and that he had ſuf- 
fered unjuſtly; they annulled all the proceed- 
ings of the Capitouls, together with the judg- 
ment of the parliament of Toulouze; they or- 
dered, 1ſt. That the priſoners ſhould be re- 
leaſed from their confinement, their names 
eraſed from the ſeveral books of the goals 
where they had been detained, and be moſt 
honourably acquitted: 2d. That the unhappy 
John Calas ſhould be deemed: innocent of 
the crimes which had been imputed to him; 
his commitment and his name ſhould like wiſe 
be eraſed from the book of the jail. where he 
had been detained ; at the margin of which 
the preſent ſovereign judgment ſhould be 


written and kept in record, for the honour _ 


of his memory: that the clerk of the court, 


64) © 
the keepers, or their deputies, ſhonld be com- 
pelled to do it at the ſuit of his majeſty's at- 
torney general, on the pain of impriſonment 
of their perſons: 3dly. As to the demand of 
the petioners for the recovery of damages, they 
ordered, that they ſhould bring actions againſt 
the Capitouls and the judges of the parliament 
of Touloaze, who voted for the condemnation, | 
as they ſhould think fit: and laſtly, that, at 
the ſuit and expence of his Majeſty's attor- 
| ney general, the preſent judgment ſhould be 
_ publiſhed and poſted up in all ordinary places, 

and where it ſhould be found neceſſary, 


| There were in che palace yard no Joſs than | 
four or five thouſand perſons, waiting for the 
event of ſuch an important trial, which was 
received with the greateſt proofs ' of approba- 
tion every where, but at Toulouze. 45 


Hiſtoire des Malheurs, de la Famille Ca LAS, 


ſtüvie Tune Lettre de Jay Calas, a ſa Te. 


me, et a ſes 8 


ba 
- 


: U*ON. ſe tranſporte dans les fiecles fu- 
2 turs, et qu'on ſe repreſente un. pere 
tendre racontant à fa famille Favanture _ 
ante de Jean Calas. Mes enfans, dirait 
nous voila tous raſſembles aujourdhui; vous 
1 connoiſſẽz ma vie paſſee: elle eſt connue 
LE galement de tous mes concitoiens; vous 
« ſoavẽs tout ce que j'ai fait pour vous, quelle 
*« a''&t& mon indulgence pour vos &rreurs, 
pour vos fautes. Si Pun de vous d'un car- 
« ractere melancolique, accable de chagrins, 
« abandons du Ciel, Etait aſſẽs malheureux 
“pour porter ſur liy-meme une main coupa- 
ble, immagineries vous qu'on put me 
« ſoupgoner de liy avoir 0t6 la vie, parce qu” 
«Y Erait pret d'embraſſer une opinion diffe- 
0 rente de la mienne ſur le ſujet le plus impe- 
3 « netrable 
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« netrable a Veſprirt humain ; qu'on put 
% myaccuſer; moi ſeptuagenaire, d'avoir de- 
* pouille la faibleſſe de mon age pour egorger 
« ſcul un fils jeune et robuſte? cependant 
toute la ville ne trouve point cela hors de 
s nature; c' eſt meme un crime que d'en 
« douter; cette idee ꝰaccrẽdite juſques dans 
« Pefprit des juges; on me charge de fers: 
< on me jette dans un cachot avec des ſ{gelcrats, 
'* et Pon finit par condamner votre malheu- 
< reux pere a perdre la vie au milieu des ſu- 
* plices comme parricide. Vous fremiſles, 
mes enfans: he bien! tel a'ete reellement 
le ſort de l'infortuné Calas.“ 
A cet affreux recit, il me ſemble voir toute 
cette famille en larmes, mais S' efforęant de 
douter encore d' un evenement auſſi peu vraiſ- 
ſemblable. Helas ! il n'eſt que trop conſtate ; 
ce welt point une fable invantee pour exciter 
FPatendriſſement des cours ſenſibles: Pima- 
-gination meme na jamais Etc ſi loin; ce n'eſt 
point un fait pris dans ces temps recules dont 
Fignorance &tait une ſorte d' excuſe: c'eſt une 
'avanture arrivee de nos N dans une . 
provinces de France. . 
En 1 2 un vieillard procſtant reſpotable 


5 
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' Et accuſe dayoir pendu ſon fils, age 28; on a 
ſuppoſẽ que pour empecher ce fils de quitter la 
religion proſtante, il &etait determine a ce 
for fait horrible: luy qui depuis 30. ans avait 
dans ſa maiſon une ſervante Catholique Ro- 
maine, le ge Mars 1763, il a &te, condamne 


) 


par ſes meurs, Jean Calas, age de bo ans, a 


par arreſt du parlement de Toulouze a ętre 


apliquèẽ a laqueſtion ordinaireet extrahordinaire 
a etre rompu vif et jette au feu, et l'on a vu ce 
vieillard malheureux expirer ſur la roue avec 


une fermetẽ heroique, en proteſtant de ſon 
innocence, et en conjurant le Ciel de pardon- 
ner a ſes juges et a ſes ennemis. 

Tel eſt le ſujet de la lettre que je * 
au public; je n'entreray point dans de plus 
1ongs details. Qui n'a point lũ les excelents me- 
moires de Mr Elie, de Beaumont et de Mr 
Loiſeaude Moleon ? mais je dois a mon ſiecle 
de rapeller tous les efforts que Pon a faits pour 
rEparer, autant qu'il a Ete poſſible, les maux 
affreux de la famille de Mr Calas. Sa vcuve 
pleurait dans la ſolitude la perte de fon fils, et 


| celle de ſon ẽpoux, & ce na ẽtẽ qua la folk 
citation de quelques perſonnes bienfaiſantes 
qu'elle sꝰeſt d&termin&e a venir ſe jerter aux 
pieds du Roy, pour implorer ſa juſtice. Elle 
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a offert de prouver que ſon mari avait ets con- 
damne injuſtement; elle a ſaplic le conſeil 
d examiner la cauſe avec la plas grande ſeve- 
tits, et de la punir rigoureuſement, i elle ẽtait 
coupable. Les commiſſaires, nommẽés par 8. 
M. ont revu le proces fait a Toulouze. Enfin 
le ſamedi ge Mars, 1765, 42 juges aſſembles 
ont caſſẽ᷑ le premier arreſt d'une voix unanime, 
et Mr Calas, ſa famille, et tous les accuſẽs 
ont etẽ reconnus innocens et rEhabilites. Ma- 
dame Calas, accompagnte de ſes filles et de 
ſes fils, Etait prẽſente a cette deciſion, et eſt 
fortie du palais au milleu des acclamations des 
juges & d'une foule de ſpectateurs qui les 
environaient. f 
Toute I Europe a retenti de cette affaire: 
des larmes ont coulẽ de tous les yeux: tous les 
cœurs fe ſont Emus: et jai vu les F rancois, ce 
peuple quꝰ on peint ſi frivole et {i lẽger, vaincre 
par leur bienfaiſance toutes les autres nations 
de J Europe. Le Roi, ce Prince dont la bonté 
nous eſt fi chere, le Roy ne s' eſt point bornẽ a 
une juſtice infructueuſe et ſterile ; il a repan- 
dũ ſes bienfaits dans le ſein de cette famille 
infortante, Sa majeſtè lay a accorde une 
gratification de e 1 dont elle a voulu 
ed Ft ordonner 
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ordonner elle meme la repartition. 
Il eſt vrai que les Enemis de cette famille 


n' ont ceſſè de publier contre elle les calom- 

nies les plus attroces et heureuſement les plus 
abſurdes: mais toutes ces horreurs n' ont ſervi 
qu'a confirmer davantage ſon innocence & | 
raminer le zele de ſes deffenſeurs. 

On ſcait que M. de Voltaire fut le premier 
qui S'tleva en fa favenes Frapẽ de Pimpoſli- 
bilits du crime dont on acuſait Calas le pere, 
ce fut liy qui engagea le veuve a venir de- 
mander juſtice au Mag... Sa plume, ſes ſoins, 
fon argent, ſon credit, il a tout employs pour 
faire Eclater Pinnocence et ſecoucrir la vertu 
oprimẽe. Cette ſendibjlite doit faire chez la 
poſteritè autant d'honneur a ſon cœur, que ſes 
ouvrages en fairont a ſon eſprit. 

M. Calas eſt ſuppoſt:8crire cette lettre a fp . 

ins, dans Pinſtant qu'il 

vient d' entendre Parreſt qui la condamne. Il 
S'addreſſe au Ciel, a la terre, a ſes juges, a 

ſes Enemis, et les prend a temoin de ſon in- 

nocence. La ſituation eſt des plus intèreſſantes, 

et par conſequent e a a n : 


